-

Historic

PORTAL MAP

HISTORIC DONALDSONVILLE

MISSISSIPPI RIVER
CRESCENT PARK
FORT BUTLER
LOUISIANA SQUARE

AFRICAN AMERICAN LIFE

ASCENSION CATHOLIC CHURCH

Folk Artist
Alvin Batiste

Ascension
Catholic
Church

Donaldsonville’s Historic Portals

Create your own unique experience in one of Louisiana’s oldest cities. Enjoy learning about the
history of Donaldsonville at your own pace by visiting seven self-guided portals in the Historic
District. The portal map will guide you to each numbered portal location, but feel free to start at
any number. The route is approximately 2.5 miles and is perfect for walking, biking, or by car. As
you find your way through the charming city, explore many hidden treasures along the way,
including the River Road African American Museum and folk artist Alvin Batiste at Framer Dave’s
frame shop. Take a leisurely stroll on the Mississippi River levee top and take a break to watch
the ship traffic along this mighty waterway. You might even see a riverboat!



Donaldsonville’s

HISTORIC

Maps of the Mississippi River in the
Mid-I800s show plantations lining
the shores, but only one established 1
town between New Orleans and Baton
Rouge -- Donaldsonville.

Men and women up and down the river journeyed

to town to buy, sell, trade, worship, conduct V E R T W H U N D R E D
government affairs, attack enemies, or hide from —

authorities. Today, Donaldsonville features the Y E A n S & LO U I S I A N A
finest collection of historic structures in any of the H I S T R Y

Mississippi River parishes above New Orleans. Join
us on a journey through time to a place that was
once a magnet for indians, explorers, planters,

merchants, and pirates. Fascinating remnants of a
storied past await you!
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